FISH NETS
Matthew 13:44-46

In the parable of the fish nets, Jesus weaves together multiple themes from the parables he has already told – separation of the good and the bad by the angels, the mission of blessing the Gentiles, perseverance in the presence of idols. He ends by asking the disciples if they understand, and then emphasizing again what it means to be “good soil”. The follower of Jesus is always learning, always searching for deeper understanding.

�  Monday: Read Matthew 13:1-9.
What do you think it takes to cultivate "good soil" in yourself for God's word to grow and flourish?

�  Tuesday: Read Matthew 13:24-30.
What is the role of followers of Jesus in the kingdom of heaven? 

�  Wednesday: Read Matthew 13:31-33.
How does God's love start small and spread?

�  Thursday: Read Matthew 13:44-46.
How does it make you feel to know that God treasures you so greatly that God would give everything for your life to be redeemed? 

�  Friday: Read Ezekiel 47:1-12.
In Ezekiel's vision, the river grows in its power to carry the blessing of life. 
How can God's blessings flow to others through your life?

�  Saturday: Read Matthew 13:47-52.
What have you learned from Jesus about the kingdom of heaven? 
How would you describe it?

SUMMARY

In Ezekiel’s vision, the water flowing from the Temple symbolizes the blessings carried by God’s people. Those blessings grow from a small stream to a full river. They create conditions for life along the banks, and even have the power to turn dead salt water into water teaming with life. Living in the water are all different kinds of fish, representing all the Gentile nations. By calling this image to mind, along with a reference to the blazing furnace of the book of Daniel, Jesus invites his followers to remember what it means to be part of God’s story, which includes an invitation of blessing to be a blessing.
Our mission is to persevere in blessing others with the love of God. 

